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Copyright, by American Press Associa-
ciation.

“The throngs coming to Dr. Talmage's
preaching services at the first Presby-
terian church are all the time increas-
ing and far beyond the capacity of his
<church to hold. In this sermon he dis-
cusses a subject interesting to all—viz,
“The Geology of the Bible; or, God
Wmong the Rocks.” The iext is 11
Samuel vi, 6, 7: “And when they came

to Nachon's threshing floor Uzzah put
forth his hand to the ark of God and
took hold of it: for the oxen shook
it. And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Uzzah, and God smote
him there for his error, and there he
died by the ark of God.”

A band of ;ausic is coming down the
road, cornets blown, timbrels struck,
harps thrummed and cymbals clapped,
all led on 'by David, who was himself
a musician. They are ahead of a
wagon on which is the sacred box call-
ed the ark. The yoke of oxen drawing
the wagon imperiled it Some crities
gay that the oxen kicked, being struck
writh the driver's goad, but my kKnow-
ledge of oxen leads me 10 say that if
on a hot day they see a shadow of a
tree or wall, they are apt to suddenly
shy off to get the coolness of the shad-
ow. 1 think these oxen so suddenly
turned that the sacred box seemed
about to upset and be thrown to the
greund. Uzzah rushed forward and
laid hold of 'the ark to keep it upright.
But he had no right to do so. A spec-
jal command had been given by the
Lord that no one save the priest un-
der any c¢ircumstances should touch
that box. ‘Nervous and excited and ir-
reverent, 1lzzah disobey=d when he
took ‘hold of the ark, and he died as a
consequence, In all ages, and never
more so than in our own day, there are
good people all the time afraid that the
Holy Bible, which is the sacred ark of
our lUime, will be upset, and they have
been a long while afraid that sclence,
and especially geology, would over-
throw it.

"While we are not forbidden to touch
the Holy Book and, on the contrary,
are urged to fondle and study it, any
one who is afraid of the overthrow of
the hook is greatly offending the Lord
with his unbelief. The oxen have mnot
vet been yoked which ean upset that
ark of the world’s salvation. Written
by the Lord Almighty, he is going to
protect it until its mission is fulfilled
and there shall be no more need of a
Bible because all its prophecies will
have been fulfilled and the human race
will have exchanged worids. A trum-
pet and a violin are very different in-
struments, but they may be played in
perfect accord. So ithe Bible account
of the creation of the sorld and the
goological account are different—one
story written on parchment and the
other on the rocks and yet in perfect
and eternal accord. The world “day,”
repeated in the first chapter of Gen-
esis, has +thrown into paroxysms of
coriticism many exegetes. The Hebrew
word “yvom” of the Bible means some-
times what we call a day, and some-
times it means ages. Tt may mean
24 hours or 100,000,000 yvears. The order
of creation as written in the book of
Genesis is the order of ereation discov-
ercd by geologist's erowlbar. So many
1'zzahs have ‘been nervously rushing
abhout for fear 'the strong oxen of scien-
tific discovery would upset the Bible
that 1 went somewhat apprehensively
to look into the matier, when 1 found
that the Bible and geology agree in say
ing that first were buill the rocks, then
the plants greened the earth, then ma-
rine creatures were created from min-
now fto whale, then the wings and
throats of aerial choirs were colored
and tuned, and the gquadrupeds began
t0 bleat and bellow and neigh. 'What
is all this fuss that has been filling 'the
church and the world concerning a
fight between Moses and tAgassiz?
There is no fight at all. But ig not the
geological impression that the world
was millions of years building antago-
nistic %o the theory of one week'’s crea-
tion in Genesis? No. A great house is
to be built. A man takes years todraw
to the spot the foundation stone and
the heavy timbers. The house is
about done, but M is not finished for
comfortable residence, Suddenly the
owners eall in upholsters, plumbers,
gas fitters, paper hangers, and in one
week it is ready for occupancy.

Now, it requires no siretch of imagi-
nation to realize that God could have
taken millions of vears for the bring-
ing of the rocks and the timbers of this
world together, wyet only one week
more to make it inhabitable and to fur-
nish it for human residence. Remem-
ber also tha't all up and down the Bible
the language of the times was used—
common parlance—and it was not al-
ways to be taken literally. Just as we
say every day ‘that the world is round
when it is not round. Tt is spheroidal—
flattened at the poles and protuberant
at the equator. Professor Snell, avith
his chain of triangles, and professor
Varin, with the shortened pendulum of
his clock, found it was not round. But
we do not become erikical of any one
who says the world is round. I.°t us
deal as fairly with Moses or Job a3 we
do with each other.

EVERLASTING RIGHT.

But for years good people feared geol
ogy, and without any dimploration on
their part apprehended that the rocks
and mountains would fall on them un-
til Hugh Miller, the elder of St. John's
Presbyterian church in Edinburg and
parishoner of Dr. Guthrie, came fonth
and told the world that there was no
contradidtion between the mountains
and the church, and O. M. Mitchell, a
brilliant lecturer before he became
brigader general, dying at Beaufort S.
C., during our civil war, took the plat-
form and spread his map of ‘the strata
of rock in the presence of great au-
diences, and professor Alexander 'Win-
chell of Michigan university and pro-
fessor Taylor Lewis of Union college
showed that the “without form and
void" of the firdt chapter of Genesis
was the very chaos out of which the
world was formulated, the hands of
Qod packing together the land and
tossing up the mountains into great
heighty and flinging down the seas in-
-to7heir great depths. Beéfore God gets
through withl 'this world there will
hardly be a book of the Bible that will
not find confirmation either in arch-

aedlogy or geology. 'Exhumed Baby-
lon, Ninevah, Jerusalem, Tyre andf

- -
PFgyptian heiroglyphics are crying out
In the ears of the world: ‘“The Bible
is right! All right! Everlasting right!"”
Geolngy is saying the same thing, not
only confirming the truth about the
original creation, but confirming so
many passages of the scriptures that 1
can only slightly refer to them.

But you do not really believe that
story of the deluge and the sinking of
the mountains under the wave? Tell
us something we can believe. ‘‘Belleve
that,” say geologv, ‘‘for how do you ac--
count for those seashells and seaweeds
and skeletons of sea animals found on
the top of some of the highest moun-
tains?. If the waters did notsometimes
rise about the mountains. how did
those seashells and seaweeds and skel-
etons of sea anima’s get there? Did
you put them there?”

But, now, you do not really believe
that story about the storm of fire and
brimstone whelming Sodom and Gomor
rah, and enwrapping Lot's wife in such
saline incrustations that she halted, a
sack of sait? For the confirmation of
that story the geologist goes to that re-
gion, and after trying in vain ‘to take
a swim in the lake, so thick with salt
he cannot swim it—the lake beneath
which Sodom and Gomorah lie buried,
one drop of the water so full of sulphur
and ‘brimstone that it stings your
tongue, anu for hours you can not get
rid of the nauseating drop—the scien-
tist then digging down and finding sul-
phur on top of sulphur, brimstone on
top of brimstone, while all around
there are jets and crags and peaks of
salt, and if one of them did not become
the sarcopl agus of Lot's wife, they
ghow you how a human being might in
that ‘tempest have been halted and
packed into a white monument that
would defy the ages.

But, now, you do not really believe
that New Testament story about the
earthquake at thetime ‘Christ was crue-
ified, do you? Geology digs down into
Mount Calvary and finds the rock rup-
tured and aslant, showing the work of
an especial earthquake for that moun-
tain, and an earthquake which did not
touch the surrounding region. Go and
look for yourself, and see there a dip
and cleavage of rocks as nowhere else
on the planet, geology thus announcing
an especial earthquake for the greatest
tragedy of all the eenturies—the aszsas-
sination of the Son of God.

CONFIRMED BY GEOLOGY.

But yvou do not really believe that
story of the burining of our world at
the last day? Geology digs down and
finds that the world is already on fire
and that the center of this globe is in-
candescent, molten, voleanic, a burning
coal, 'burning out toward the surface,
and the internal fires have so far recach
ed the outside rim that I do not see
haw the world is to- keep from com
plete conflagration until the prophecies
concerning it are fulfilled. The lava
pouresd forth from the mouths of Ve-
suvius, Mount Etna and 'Cotopaxi and
Kilauea is only the regurgitation from
an awful inflamation thousands of
miles deep. There are mines in Penn-
sylvania and in several parts of the
world that have been on fire for many
years. These c¢oal mines burning down
and the in'ternal fires of the earth burn
ing up, after awhile these two fires, the
descending and the ascending will
meet, and then will occur the universal
conflagration of which the Bible speaks
when it says, ""the elaments shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth aiso, and
thve works that are therein shall be
burned up.”

Instead of disbelieving the Bible
story albout the final weconflagration,
since T have looked @a little into geol-
gy, finding that its exploratiors are
nll in the line of confirmation of that
prophecy, I wonder how this old craft
of a world can keep sailing on much
longer. It is like a ship on fire at sea,
the fact that the hatches are kept down
the only reason that it does not become
one complete blaze—masts on fire, rat-
lins on fire, everything from cutwater
to taffrail on fire. After geolozy has
told us how mear the internal fireshave
nlready burned their way toward the
surfaee, it ought not to be a surprise
to us at any time to 'hear the ringing
of the fire bells of a"universal confla-
gration. Oh, I am so glad that geol-
gy has been born! 'Astronomy is
wrand because is 'tells us about other
worlds. But I must say that I am
more interested in our world than in
any other world, and geology tells us
all albout what it was, its cradle and
what will be its grave. And this glo-
rious geology is proving itself more
and more the friend of theology. Thank
Ciod for ithe testimony of the rocks, the
Ten Commandments announced among
the split rocks of Sinai, the greatest
sermon of Christ preached on the ba-
saltie rocks of the mount of beati-
tudes, the Saviour dying on the rocks
of Golgotha and buried amid the lime-
stone rocks of Joseph's sepulcher, the
last day to be ushered in with a rend-
ing of rocks and our blessed Lord sug-
gestively entitled ““The Rock of Ages.”
I this day proclaim the banns of a mar-
riage be'tween geology and theology,
the rugged bridegroom and the fairest
of ‘brides. Lt them join their hands,
and “whom God hath joined together
let not man put asunder.”

NEVER YET UPSET.

If anything in the history or condi-
tion of the earth seems for the time
coniradictory of anything in geology,
yYou must remember that geology is all
the time correcting itself and more and
more coming to 'harmonization with
the great book.
French scientific association printed a
list of eighty theories of geology which
had been adopted and afterward re-
jected. Lyell, the scien'tist, announced
fifty theories of geology that had been
believed in and afterward thrown over-
board. Meanwhile the story of the
Bible has not changed at all, and if
geology has cast out between 100 and
200 theories which it once considered
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established we can afford to wait until

divine revelation shal! have been given
up.
Now, ‘in this Jdisdourse wupon the
geology of the Bible, or God among rthe
rocks, I charge all aggitated and af-

Let me see!
the oxen have lbeen jerking the ark this
way and that and pulling it over rough
places and trying to stick it in the mud

er of their ‘hoofs against
goads and trying to pull it into the
cool shade asway from the heats of ret-
ribution from a God “who will by no
m=ans clear the guilty.” Yet have you
not noticed that the book has never
heen upset? The only changes made in
it were by its learned friends in the re-
vision of ‘the Scriptures. The of
Genesis has been thundered against by

ook

‘today find in all the earth a copy of
of the first copy of the book of Genesis
ever printed, starting with the wonrds
“In the beginning God” and closing
with Joseph's coffin.
the book of Exodus has bzeen made
heecause they said it was cru=l todrown

was improbable. But the book of Ex-
odus ramains entaet, ‘and not one of
us, considering the cruelties which he
kilns of Egypt, would have thrown
drowning. And Mount ‘Sinai is today a
pile of tossed and tumbled bazalt, re-
calling the ecataclysm of that moun-
tain when the law was given. And, as

law, all German law, all Engiish law,
all American law worth anything are
squarely founded on them. ‘So mighty
assault for eenturies has been made on
the book of Joshua. Tt was #£aid that
the story of the detained sun and moon
is an insult to modern astronomy, but
that book of Joshua may be found to-
day in the chapel of every university
in 'America, in defiance of any tele-
scope projected frem the roof of that
university. ‘he bock of Jonah has
been the target of ridicule for the small
wit ¢f ages, but there it stands, with
its four chapters inviolate, while geol-
0gZy puts up in 'its museums remains of
sea monsters capable of doing maore
‘than the one which swallowed the re-
creant prophet. There stand the 1,089
chapter of the Bible notwithstanding
all the attacks of ages, and there they
'will stand until they shrivel up in the
final fires, which geologists say are al-
ready kindled and grow hotter than the
furnaces of an ocean steamer as it puts
out from New York WNarrcows for Ham-
burg or Southampton.

I sh'buld not wonder if from the crypt
of ancient cities the inspired manu-
scripts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
Johm, in the'ir own chirography, wozld
‘e taken, and the epistie which Paul
dictated to his amanuensis as well as
the one in the apostle’s own hand-
writing. At the sme ratio of archao-
logical and 'geological confirmation of
the scriptures the time will come when
the truth of the Bible will no mcre be
doubted than the common almanac,
which tells you the days and the
mon'ths of the year, and the unbeliev-
ers will be accounted harmless lunatics.
Forward the telescope and the spectro-
scope and the chemical batteries and
critically examine the ostracoids of the
ocean depths and 'the bones of the
great mammals on 'the gravely hilltops!
And the mightier, and the grander, and
th'e deeper, and the higher the explo-
rations 'the better for our cause. As
sure as ‘the thunderbolts of the Al-
mighty are stronger than the steel pens
of agnostics, the ark of God will ride on
unhurt and- Uzzah need not fear any
disasters upsetting. The apocalvptic
angel flying through the midst of heav-
en, proclaiming to all nations and
kindred and people and tongues the
unsearchable riches of Jesus Chrict are
mightier than the shying off of a yoke
of oxen.

THE GOD OF THE ROCKS.

The geology of the Bible shows that
our religion is no't a namby, nerveless,
dilettanish religion. It swas projected
and has been protected by the God of
the rocks. Religion a balm? Oh, ves.
Religion a soothing power? Oh, yes.
‘Religion a beautiful sentimen't? Oh,
yes. But we must have a God of the
rocks, a mighty God to defend, an om-
nipotent God to achieve, a force able to
overcome all other faces in the uni-
verse. 'Rose of Sharon and Lily of the
Valley is he, combination of all gentle-
ness and tenderness and sweetness?
Oh, yes. But if the mighty forces now
arrayed for the destruction of the na-
tions are to be met and conquered, we
must have a God of the rocks. The
“Libon of Judah’'s tribe,” as well as the
“Lamb who was slain.”” One hundred
and thirty times does the Bible speak
of the rock as defense, as armament,
as refuge, as overpowering dtrength.
David, the psalmist, lived among the
Tocks, and they reminded him of the
Aimighty, and he ejaculates, ‘“The
Lord liveth; blessed be my rock.”
“Lead me to the rock that is higher
than 1.” And then, as if his prayer
had been answered, he feels the
strength come unto his soul, and *=
cries out, “The Lord is my rock.” “He
shall set me up upon a rock.”

Would the Bible present a gublime
picture of motherly desperation in de-
fense of her children, it shows us Riz-
pah on the rocks for three months with
disheveled hair and wild screams fight-
ing back wvultures and jackals from the
corpses of her sons. Would the Bible
set for'th the hardness of the heart and
the power of gospel to overcome it, it
tells us of the “hammer that breaketh
the rocks in pieces.”” Would our Lord
represent the Qurability of his church
against all assauit he says, “Upon this
rock willi I build my church and the

the last theory of geology antazoniz.ng |

fringhted Uzzahs to calm their pulses
about the upsetting of the Scriptures. |
For several hundred years |

of derison and kicking with all the pow- ,
the sharp -

the mightiest batteries, yet you cannot |
| on no one’'s prejudices,
the Bible which has not the 50 chapters |
| eter at 70 degrees

Flierce attack on |

Fharaoh and the story of Mount Sinai |

Pharach a plank if we had seen him |

| the
to those Tencommandmenis,all Roman |

gates of hell shall not prevail against
it."Would he close his €&ermon on the
mount with a peroration that would re-

' scund through centuries, standing on a
{ rock so high that it overlooks lake Gal-

jlee to the right and on a cliear day

L overlooks the Mediterranean to the left

I hear him stamp his foat on the rock
beneath him as he cries to ‘he surging
multitudes at the base of that rock,
“Whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine and doeth them I will liken him
unto a wises man, which built his house
upon a rock, and the rain descended,
and ‘the floods came, and the winds
bhlew and beat upon that house, and it
fell not, for it was founded upon a
rock.” ‘Ah, my friends, we want a
swarthy, a stalwart, a brawny religion
We have a great many peociple who can
sit and gently rock the cradie of their
infantile hopes, and c¢an faintly smile
when good is accomplished, and walk
goftiy through a sickroom, and live in-
offensive lives, and manage to tr=ad
and their re-
ligion is at the best when the wind is
from the mowthwest and the thermom-
F., and they have
spheres, and may God prosper
But we want in this great bat-

their
them.

. tle of God against allied forces of per-

dition some John Knoxes, some Martin
Lauthers—men of nerve and faith an'l
prowess, like the Huguenots, and the

| pilgrim faihers, and the Dutch at Ley-
| den keeping back the enemy until the
would have continued among the brick |

tides of the sea cam+= in. Lord, God of
The rocks, help us in this awful siruggle
in which heaven or hell usd to
'ln"-a_tf

Haow much the rocks hava h2 7 0 do
with the cause of God in all 2 205! In
wilderness God’s Israel were Ted
with homey out of the rock. How the
rock of Horeb paid Moses back in gush-
ing, rippling, sparkling waters for the
two stout sirokes with which he struck
it! An there stands the rock with
namea—I guess the longest word in the
Bible—sela-hammaklekoth and it was
worthy of a resounding, sezquipedal-
ian nomenclature, for at that rock
Saul was compelled to quit his per-
suit of David and go home and look
after the Fhilistines, who were mak-
ing a flank movement. There were
the rocks of Bozez and Seneh, ‘hotween
which Jonathan <imbed up and sent
flying in retreat +he garrison of the un-
circumeisad. And yonder David

and fis men hidden in the rock of
Adullam and Engedi.

DIVINE DELIBEERATION.

But while I go on awith my study of
the geolozyv of the Bible, or God among
the rocks, T get a more intelligent and
helpful idea of divine deliberation.
Tihaese rocks, the growth of thousands
of vears, and, geology says, of millicas
of vears, ought to show the profonga-
tion of '‘God's plans and cure our impa-
tience 'hecause things are nol done in
short order.  Mcn without seeing it be-
«ome ‘critical of the Almighty and think
Why does he not do this and do that
and do it right away? We feel scme-
times as if we c¢ould nor wait. Well,
I zuess we will have to wait. Gud is
never in a hurry exespt abtout two
things. His pians, sweeping through
eternity, are ‘“eyond our compr=hen-
sion. ‘They thave =such wide circles,
such vastness of revolution, such in-
finitude that we can not compass tham.
Indeed we woeuld not be much of a God
whom 'we could thorouzhly understand.
That would n:: be mueh of a father
who had no thoughts or plans larges
than this babe cf 1 year old couid com-
pass. If God takes millions of yvears to
make one rock, do noc let us DHecrme
critical if he takes 20 years of a cen-
tury or several centuries to do that
which we would like to have done im-
mediately. Do not repeat the folly of
those who conclude _here is no God or
that he is not in sympathy with the
right and the good because he does not
do certain things in the 1T.me we set
apart for their performance. Do not
let us hoid up our little watch, with its
tiny hour hand and minute hand, and
by it try to correct the clock of the uni-
verse, its pendulum taking 500 years to
swing this way and +.0 years to swing
that way. Do not let us set up our lit-
tle spinning wheel beside the loom in
which God weaves sunnises and sun-
setts and auroras. We have the best
of authority for saying that ‘“one day
with the Lord is as a thousand years
and a thousand years as one day.” Do
not expect that Uzzah’s oxen, even if
they do not shy off, but go straght
ahead, can keep up with the fire shod
lightnings.

But that was not a slip of the tongue
when 1 said that God is never in a
hurry except in two things. Those two
things are when he goes to save a re-
pentant sinner and comfort a praying
mourner. The onre divine hurry was get
forth in the parable of the prodigal son
when it says, ‘“‘the father ram.”” He
'was old, and 1 suppose had as much as
he could do to walk, but the sight of his
bad oy eoming home limbsred the stiff
knees and lengthened the shortened
pace of the old man %in an athletic
eiride. *““The father ran!” Put it into
your oratorios. Sound it with full or-
chestra. ‘Repeat it through all heavens
“the father ran!” O soul fartherest
off, come back, and God, your father,
‘will come out to meet you at full run!
The other time when God is in a hurry
is when a troubled soul calls for com-
fort. Then the Bible represents the di-
vine gait and swing and velocity by
the reindeer, saying, “Be thou like a
roe or a young hart on the mountains
of Bether.” That parenthesis I put in
thinking that there may bYe some
repentant sinner who svants to find par-
don or somre mourning soul who needs
comfort, and therefore I mention the
iwo things about which God is in a
great hurry.

TRUTH OF THE OMNIPOTENT.

But concerning all the vast things of
God’'s government of the universe be

is

SEo

‘born and die within an hour and that
‘there are scveral generations of them
in one day, and if one of those July in-
sects of an hour should say: “H

slow everything goes! I was told in
the chrysalis state by a wondorous in-
stinct that I would find in this world
s=asons of the year—spring, summer,
autumn and winter. But where are the
autumnal forests uphoistered in fire,
and where are the glorious springtimes,
with orchards waving their cemsers of
perfume before the altars of the mom-
ing? 1 do not believe there are any
autumns or springiimes.” 1f, then, a
golden eagle, many years oid, in a cage
nearby. heard the hum of that com-
plaining insect, it might well answer
“0) summer insect of an hour, though
your life s so ~“hort you cannoi see the
magnificent tv a of the Seasons, I can
testify as to t eir reality, for I have
seen them roil. When 1 was Young,
and before I was imprisondd in this
cage, 1 brushed their gorgeous leafage
and their fragrant blossoms with my
own wing. But in one of my flights
high up. the gate of heaven open for a
soul to o in or a s-'s-!‘aph 1O come oul, i
heard the choirs chanting, ‘From ever-
lasting to everiasting thou art God!
And it was on an antiphonal in whih

| on the rocks I gave out the

all heaven responded, ‘From everlasting
to evertasiing thou art God.' O man!
O woman! So far as your earthiy ex-
fstence is concerned, only the ins-ct of
an hour, be not impatient with the
workings of the Omnipotent and the
Eternal'™

And now, for your solace and your
gafety, T ask vou to come under the
shelter, and in the deep clefts, and the
almighty defense of a rock thiat is high
er than yvou, higher than any Gibraliar,
higher_ than the Himalayas—the rock
of Ages—that will shelter you from the
storm; that will hide you fram your
enemies: that will stand when the
earthquakes of the last day get their
pry under the mountains and hurl them
into seas boiling with the fires which
are already burning their swvay out from
redhot centers toward the surfaces
which are already here and there spoul
irz with fire amid the quaking of the
mountains under the look and touch of
Him of whom it is said in the sublimest
sentence ever written: “He looketh
upon the mountains, and they tromble,
He toucheth the hills, and they smoke.”

Hie vou one and al (o the Rock of
Ages. 'And now as before this sermon
significant
and appropriate hymn “How firm a
foundation yve saints of the Lord™ 1 will
give out after this sermon on the rocks
the significant and appropriate hymn:

Rock of Ages, <¢left for me,
Let me hide myselfl in thee!

Modern Magie

“That,” said the father pointing, to
the portrait in an lllustrated paper,
“is Dr. Holbank, who wrote
schoolbooks., It should be of
10 }'-.ru."

“Did he ‘Holbrank's
tic’'?"" asked the boy.

"-‘-e:"‘:.”

“May T have the picture?”

“Certainly—glad to see you taking an
interest in your work. You
The boy was of un-
tidy appearance and sallow complex-
jon. He possessed at school among
his fellows a reputation for mystery
which he thoroughly injoved. He did
not a'ttempt to maintain it in the more
critical and sceptical atmosphere of
‘his home. His name awas Williams—
Charles Williams: Smrith, aged 11, fully
beélieved in him; Thompson, aged 13,
had admitted there might be some-
thing in it.

SO Mmany
interest

write Arithme-

intelligenit
can cut it out.”

As they entered schow]l Charles Wil-
liams carefully abstained from speak-
ing to Smith, but pressed a note into
‘his hand.

“What's up?” =aid Smith, not being
entirely ready for 'the mystery at the
momenst.

Williamas put one finger warningly
to his lips and passed on. Smith open-
€«d the note. It was incribed ouiside:
“*H. Smith, e€sq. Secrit and Private.”
Insids it ran:

*See me imeadiately after school on
a urgent water of business, Your
help is neadcd. (Signed) C. Williams.”

= &= & = ] ] - =

Up the street from the schocl, down
by the l=ft to the end of the town, went
C. It was a
winter and dark. C. Wil-
llams befere a house ‘in pro-
cess of buildaing, standing alone on the
outskirts. The workmen engaged on
it ' had gone,

“Theres is 'the place,” gaid Williams.
“Follow me. No; wait until the lan-
tern is ready.” He produced a small
lantern from his pocket and it it
“Now we're ready. ‘Ask no questions.”

“Shan’'t we 'be copped?” asked Smith.

“Who's 'to cop us?” replied the daunt-
less and mysterious one.

By means of a ladder they made
‘their way to the first floor, which was
still in the skeleton stage. Smith found
‘the ladder good.

“This is rather sport,” he said.

“It won't be sport for some one else
when I've finished., Be careful—one
false step and you're dashed to atoms.”

They seated themselves side by side
on a rafter, and Smith produced his
portrait of Dr. Holbank.

"E.)o you know who that is?"

ll""o.ll

“It's the man who wrote the arith-
metic. T've been on his track for years
and now I've got him.”

‘“‘Vhat are you going to do?”

“Kill ‘him; you're to help me. Wo
one will ever know. It's going to be
done by magic—the way they used to
do in the old days.”

“I don't see what you mean.”

““See ‘these pins?”

“*“Well?”

“Have you got anything against the
man? Have you ever been ‘kept in’
for arithmetic?"”

“Twice last week. And my answers
were right and the answers in the book
were '‘wrong."

“Take these pins and dig them into
the two eyes of the plcture. That's
right: now he's blind.”

“Whatever we do to the picture hap-
pens to the real man. I'm going to
dig a pin into the forehead mywelf.
That's where the brain is, and #t'1l
send him mad. That'Nl teach him to
lay traps for us; that'll teach him re-
curring decimals.”
m:"ﬁay do you think we ought to do

“You don't krow any more about
revenge than a child. I've been on
this man’'s track for——Said that be-
fore? Oh, yes; so I did. How many
horses does jt take to plough a field
in ten days #f one of the horses is a
goat? I'll teach him to ask questions
like that! This ome Is In his heart.”

afternoon,

naused

‘Arnd another pin perforated the cen-
itre of the watch chain in the portrajt.
“Now he’s dead.”

! life.”

mmhuﬁi

the dread of the cotton grower,.
can be prevented. Trials at
Experiment Stations and the
experience of leading growess
prove positively that o

- Kainit

We will be glad to send, fres of charye,
interesting and usefu! pamplicts which trcat
of the matter in detadl
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this rather guing it? 1 mean, Iif it'e
real.”

“jt's real enough. To make quite
certain, If you'll open the lantern Il
burn that portrait. Not a word to
anvbody, mind; this s a hanging bus-
iness ¥ we're caughi.”

“You might have told me
fore. If 1 beileved U""——

“You'll believe it all right
hear he's dead. Come on—<lwwn the
tadder. T'Il see if any of the polioe
are waiting for us—you stand back."”
He peered out cautiously. “Right; the
coast's clear. Now then, run for your

that be-

when you

“Father,” sadd the magician that
night, “is Dr. Holbank dead?”

“Of course. He died a week
more, That’'s why they put
trait in the paper.”

“Does it say anything about

“Only that he died  recenitly—it
doesn't give the date—and that he was
the author of some well-known school-
books."*

“1 should like to cut that
I svant to show Tt 1o another boy.™

“Certainly. As I've always s=ald, an
intelligent  interest in »our work is
what 1 like to see™

And C. Willilams took that ahituary
paragraph to school two days later,
and his reputation for magical powers,
combined with a total want of princi-
ple, is on the increase.—Barry Plain,
in Black and White.

ago or
his por-

him?*
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A FEW MORE CUSTOMERS

WITH FIRST CLASS BUTTEA.

Also NEW CHEESE, 20 pounds aver-
age, fresh and sweet, fresh FRUITS,
COFFEE of all grades, CAND Yin bar-
rels, boxes, tubs, CAKES in barrels,
boxes and half boxes, CHEWING GUM,
any style, TOILET SOAP to suit every=
body, DRUGS, INKS, PENCILS, WRAP
PING PAPER, TWINES, paper and cot=
ton, FISH, FLOUR. Use good Flour to-
make good Bread., PILLSBURY'S BEST
Is what to use. It makes Cakes just right

R. W. HICKS.

WHOLESALE wAOCER.

——————m

S. iP. McNAIR,
WHOLESALE GBROCER AND

Commission Merchant

s2* N. Water St..Wilmington, N, C.

Ll
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Offers to the Trade:

FEED OATS, FLOUR, NAILS, SHOT

BUGAR, CANDIES, CRACKERS, CON-
CENTRATED LYE, BUTTER, MOLAB-
B8ES, VINEGAR, PEANUTS, CORN,
FISH, BAKING POWDER, MATCHES,
CANNED GOODS, COFFEE, SPICES
AND RICHE
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